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ABSTRACT 

The role of the legal community in ensuring school 
safety is discussed, and effective antischool-crime programs 
involving attorneys and judges are described. Introductory passages 
comment on the overall role of courts and lawyers in education, the 
current national concern over crime and violence in schools, and 
national and California initiatives to make schools safer. The 
folloKing section discusses, first, recent legal developments in 
California, including a constitutional amendment intended to 
guarantee school safety; and second, ways in which lawyers can help 
educators reduce violence, including inservice training, cooperative 
lobbying efforts and legal brief preparation, joint conference 
presentations, cooperative programs to educate students in law and 
citizenship, and innovations in juvenile court practices. Brief 
descriptions of effective programs complete the report. The programs 
cited are those of the counties of San Joaquin, San Diego, and 
Ventura (in California); Chicago, Illinois; New York City; and 
Florida. Although these programs vary widely in scope and techniques, 
all are based on interagency cooperation and emphasize prevention. 
(MCG) 
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A booklet to outline 
tavSf promote 
involvement and 
define roles in 
school safety for 
public and private 
lawyers. Included is 
a description of 
legal and leadership 
contexts within 
which lawyers 
impact on juvenile 
justice and, specif- 
ically, with crime in 
schools » student 
crime victimization 
and attendance. 
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When Massachusetts created America s first state 
biKKc! of cducaticm in 1837, that Kxird selected 
lawyer Horace Mann to serve as the nation's first 
state superintendent of schools, a p<^st he held with 
distinction tor 12 years. Many outstanding law 
yers. judges, and their respective professional 
a^siviations, have been helping education ever 
since. Today, when our sehwls need us more than 
ever, we should not disapp^>int them. 

This is especially true now that oni nation has 
entered an era of unprecedented litigation. The law 
has become the vehicle for attempting to settle 
countless conflicts which formerly would have 
been resolved by other means. 

America's sch^Htls. and the people in them, have 
not been immune from this litigation expulsion. 
Cases involving virtually every asfH*ct of education 
have been or are curiently in court somewhere 

Without debating the merits of injecting court- 
ro<mis into classr<H>ms, if is sale \o say most 
educators lack a grasp of the magnitude, import or 
specifics i)f this amorphous, and often ad \mk 
phenomenon Parents and students are similarly 
situated. This frequently breeds more conflict and 
litigation 

it serves no purfKtse to critici/e the courls or 
lawyers for what they have done It also serves no 
purfH)se to critici/e educators, parents and students 
for their inability sta> abreast of the courts. Our 
sch(H)ls, ami the [vople m them, must deal with 
the legal he.e and now. How can the legal com- 
itiunUy lielp them fo do that ^ 

Fhose m the legal community can best help by 
bcioming more involved in cducatum Rather than 
increasing litigatum, however, our country's 
625,0(K) lawyers. 24.(XX> judges, and their respec- 
tive profesM(mal assiK'iations, can be most helpful 
b> energetically promoting* and parfn ipanmi in 
preventive legal programs. 
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The problon and the 
diiiHdi^^ 



**HV know (hire is 
continuing school 
violence. Most national 
studies documenting 
this are based on 
statistics gathered in 
the late '7(rs, hut we 
know frotn reports of 
individual school 
systems and our own 
research that the 
incidents continue at 
an unacceptable rate/' 
Albefl Shanker 



**Tlm f fv^m 0f Amerkm mhnMim cm be botli 
underMood and correcicd if die people and dietr 
publtc offkiab care enough md are ooum^oas 
enough to do what ts rei|uiml/*So decbred David 
Pierpont Gaidner, Chairman, Natkmal Coovniwoii 
on Excetteace in Echmtkm in the Fimd Report, A 
Nation at RiMi: The ImpeiXisive pr EducationAt 
Reform, whkh was s«^mikted to Sectecary of Edu- 
catkMrTeirell H. Bell on April 26, 1983. 

existence of safe, secure and peaceful school 
climates. U nfo rt unat ely, problems of crune« 
violence, dn% treffickfi^, truancy, vandalism and 
discifrftne oticn disnqM the safe $aid orderly proc- 
esses of kamti^* 

Albert Shanker, presicfent of die American Fed- 
eration of Teachers, while testifying before the 
Subcomm^tee on Juvenile Justice of the VS. 
Senate Judiciary Committee in January 1984, 
declared: '*We know there is continuing school 
violence* Most mtfional studies doomienting diis 
are based on stittisticf gitfhered in the toe 'TO's, 
but we know from rqmts of individual school 
systems and our own research duu ^ tncidoits 
contimie m an unacc^pt^^ rate/* The proMems 
of school saf^ have become serious enough to 
gain the personal attention of the IHesidem, the 
Attorney General and die Secretary of Educiuion* 

Presidem Re^^ pM the problem in perspective 
while speaking to secondary school principals in 
early 1984: ''As kmg as cme teadier is assmdted, 
one classrocmi dtsnqMed, or one student is 
atfacbe^l, then I must and will speak out to give 
you Uie support you need to enforce disc^ine in 
our schools* 1 can*t say it too forceftdly, to get 
teaming back into our schools, we n. ^et crime 
and violence out/' 
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presidential enqitattts, to meet the cfmneiiges faced 
by our schoob today. The U.S, D c pa itm cim of 
Edocirtkm luid Jiiitke ire coopenKii^ in the com- 
piecion of tftree pilot projects in Rockford, nitmm; 
Jacksonville, Florida; and Anaheim, California, to 
find better ways for adiool districts to use their 
resources to prevent sdiool crime wnd vicrience/ 

In addition, both departmems are coopenoing 
with Pepperdine Univentey to help open^ die 
National School Safety Center (NSSC), a project 
funded by a twc^year^ $3*^ million gnuit from 
the OfTi<^ of Juvenile Justice and I>eiinc]pmicy 
Prevetttion* Headquartered ni Sac ram emo, the 
Center promotes a contimied exchange of infor- 
mafk>n related to schoc^ safiety and delinquency 
preventicm among school boards, educators, 
judges, lawyers, law oiforccrs and other public 
and private officiab, agencies and organizations. 
The CeMer is comprised of five specialized sec- 
ticw: Law Enfbroement* Education, Legal* 
Research and Comnmnicitfions, and ptusim a 
con^mhenstve 4^>proach to school safety witfi 
^npbaab on die overriding themeW intenqjency 
and multidisciplinafy coopenrtion atid partnership* 

NSSC was plumed after the California School 
Safety Cdner which was formed in the Califmnia 
Department of Ju^ice in 1980 by Governor. 
Oorge Deukmejian who was then the st«e*s 
MtcHney general.^ The California Ceitter promoted 
a partnenhip effort between schods and law 
enforcement to address issues of schod safety , 
crime {mrveiKim and in^irovii^ school climate*' 

Deukmejian*s successor, Attcmiey General John * 
Vm de Kamp, has actively contnnted the sdiooi 
safety progrun and, indeed, fc^malized the educa- 
tion/law enfcRwment partnenhip cmcepi through 
ax>ptrativc program efforts with California's 
Superimendem of PuMic Instruction Bill Honig 
and the Stitte DepattmeM of E<hiaMion/ 
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As ^overnmi fU offt- 
dais ami U f^islulor\ 
thripu^hout (he nation 
pursue more effective 
school safety lans, 
schifol officiah con- 
tinue to act nithin fhe 
restraints of existing 
law and resources. 



Over the last five yew, Culifomia and matay 
other states have pursued a mimber of approaches 
iiKludii^ legblatkm - to address the school safety 
issue. Bills have been passed rw^tiig frrni broad 
education reform tticludiag tn^mived discffMtnary 
prc^rantt to specific crime-reliMed wOkfM inchid- 
ing the curtailment of drug trafficking in and 
about schools, and increased penalties for can^ms- 
related crime. For cumpte, in 1984, a bipartisan 
coaltticm of legislators passed and the govemor 
signcd, a package of bUb called '*Calilomia Safe 
Schools Program/' The |m>gram will: (I) inciease 
penalties for campus crimes; (2) require courts to 
notify school administrttors, teachers and coun- 
selors of studeitts who have conunitted violent 
crimes; (3) require ttu: attorney general to impare 
a concise criminal and civil law summary pertinent 
to can^M^ crime, violence and discqriine and 
delineate differences between campus crimes and 
mere disruptive behavior; (4) reqpiire standardizad 
reporting of school crime and evaluation of crone 
prevention programs; and (5)^iscoura8e disnqjtivt 
school campus ''outsiders/* . 

With tiM!: tri^ of school safety leadership which 
has been forged by the President at the rattional 
level, and witJi analogous partnerships of school 
safety leadership no^ in place w formii^ in many 
of the nation's states, the format has been 
established to provide positive, cooperative and 
effective steps to diminish crime, violence, 
vandalism, disruption and drug abuse in all our 
naiioo's schools. 

As govemnrntt officials and kgtshtfors tfiroiqtb- 
out the nation pursue mme effective scbod safety 
laws, school offic>als continue to act withni the 
restratnts of eiiiating law and resources. Individ- 
ually, however, their effectiveness may be limited. 
Problems on school can^mes usualb^ refkct jwxilv 
lems in the coimrnnity. Therefore, safe* secure 
and peaceful schools reqpiire more than new 



ERIC, 



Sflj^ and the Legal Community 



iegislatkMi« they abo need Ac conuntoirac aod 
active cooperstkm of tfie eatkt cmmmiiisty: scbod 
boanls and m i pf r i m pn dfntu ^ cducatofi^ law enfofc- 
ers, parcitfs, sfitdrattit bttsioess leaden and oofn- 
munhy memberi and the legal commsn^ includ- 
ing judges, pixisecutors and other Miorneys, 



The kpd commmnky, including private attorneys, 
public prosecutors, defenders, ctHimy counsel and 
judges^ as well as their professional associations, 
art in a unicpic and potent position to help address 
sdiool safety issues. 

RfRbt to nfir Kbopb 

There are many evolving legal issues which bear 
on school safety. In f980, the California Depart- 
mem of justice tocrfc the ui^mceden^ step of fil- 
ing a lawsuit against all relevant govemmetital 
officials and agencies in Los Angeles County to 
conqKl them to enforce safety in the schocrfs*^ 

The dieory of the la^vsuit was novel. It alleged: 
(1) children in Califcnuia are compelled by law to 
«tttend school; (2) in this respect, their position is 
anak^{ous to prisMers and nrnttal ptfients who ane 
invohmtarily detained by the state; (3) hence* 
school chiMreii are proie ci ed, by tiie HigMh 
Amemhneitf of die United SuMes Conslki^ion, 
against stJtte actkms thirt cottttitute crtiel and 
ummud pimistmm^; and <4) forcii^ children to 
attend crime-infested schools constitMes cruel and 
umisuai punishment.* 

This lawsuit was dismissed by the trial court and 
was on appeal whoi k was, in effect, rendered 
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The California Con- 
stitution, as amended 
by Proposition 8, now 
provides in one simple, 
mandatory and self- 
executing provision: 
**RiRbt to Safe 
ScIkhiIs* All students 
and staff of primary, 
, elemetUary, junior 
high and senior high 
schools have the 
inalienable right to 
attend campuses which 
are safe, secure and 
peaceful, 



moot hy the 19^ ptsw^e of Proposkkm 8, the 
Victims' Bill of Rigiits.^ To the extern crime and 
violaioe tovade o^r campuMs, scbocM childit^i are 
twice^victunized: (I) when they become acftial vic- 
tims of sdKxrf-it^lirted crane, vkileiice, dtenqitioQ, 
or fear; mid (2) when they are thereby demcd 
their riglKs to a <|^»Kty eduortioQ in a tranquil 
learning envtnioment. By ttie sustained preimice or 
potential of campus crime, tfa« esiaiiial tranquil 
learning envtronmoit is transformed iirto an 
onerous and threatening atmosphere of fear and 
realty of criminal harm. 

The California Constinition, as anmided by 
Propositkm 8, now provides in one simple* moH- 
da:ory and seifexeaaing provision: ''Right to 
Sf^iods, All students and staff of primary, elemen- 
tary, junior high' and senior high scbocrfs havef the 
inaliraid^ rigte to mmA canonises which are 
safe, sectnt and peaceful/ 

CMher pertinent legal issues mchak: (1) the con- 
tinuing dik»ima bow to bofh fairly md effec- 
tively conchict disc^rtinary proceedii^;^ (2) pos^ 
Me vicarious liability by school districts for harm 
done K> sftNtenls w staff by ditrd paities or done 
to third partial by students or staff;'^ and (3) how 
and when can searches and seizures be ccnAicted 
in and abotn schoc^J^ Lawyers and prosecirtws 
need to team imich more about relevant legal 
issues facing eAicttors and biw enforcers and then 
begin to provide help in ftrsotvii^ those issues. 

Lawyers^ role 

Lawyers can pn>vide in-service training for school 
administrators and other ethicafors on taw-rehned 
school safety issues miA tremb. eiwt^, just 
as they often^ conduct or coordinate systematic and 
comprcbcttsivc legal trainmf for themselves and 
other law enfor^i» in dieir jurisdictions, piMic 
anomeys (prosecutors, public defendeti, coin^ 
counsel) can provide similar legal training for 
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/v//nTrrv nn d t(f learn 
much morv about ri le- 
rant legal issues faeinfi 
edueators and taw 
enforcers and then 
bcf^in to provide help 
in re sot % inn those 
issues. 



school pcTMmiel. In ^ddrtkm* infomiitkm irtioui 
relevant education taw devdopmenti and u^^ncto 
can be artq^nnod inlo eusdng law mforcenMit, 
' training.*^ 

Legal pfofeiMional associations can become 
active in a variety of other ways: Many of these 
organizaiiofis have legisUtfive conmkte^ to kk»* 
tify possMe legislittion lo ^^XMisor, and to evaluate 
pending legislation sponsored by oAers. Perhiqis a 
small mmrtwr of eAiciMMi (xmld be invHed to 
attend or actually join these comminees. SitnilMlyf 
tegal and bw enforcemeirt amoctationa can seek 
membership on the kgistative committees of 
eckicators* luisoctMions* 

It would be u^fiil to lawyers, law enforcers and 
educators to formally establish such ties. Likewu;e, 
it would be useful for legal, law enforcemcm and 
education associations' legislative committees to 
confer often witfi eduouion committers of legisla- 
cures. 

Legal and law enforcomeM associations often 
have active amicus curiae (friend of the court) 
committees. These gnxqM couki pursue formal 
liaisons with similar committees in asaociitfkms of 
educators. It couM be of gran benefit and piomoie 
school safety issues if carefully selected, mwtuallif 
in^rtant cases were sdemified for co-amici curiae 
briefs. Such briefs couk) then easily be jointly 
prepared and Tiled 1^ hiwyers from several associ- 
fcttons of lawyers, law enforcers and eduortors. 
The. legal staff of the Nntkmal School Safety 
Center has formed a Lef^J Advisory Council to 
akl in this effort. 

Conferences whkrh are sponsored by profotsicNial 
associmkm of lawyers, tew enforwrs, school 
iKlministrators and other ethicirtors can readily be 
made iiMo oppmtunities for ynsA presenbtfiom on 
rekvaM professkmal concerns. A notMrie eiumqile 
is Los Angeles County Superintendent of Schools 
Smart CiotlKrfd^s Annual In-Servkx Workshop on 
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iMwyir invohi fin nf in 
sihool saffiy can take 
many forms: 
«>- in-servii v (ruininfi 

for edui iUors 

adop(-a-si lnKd 

profirams 

currk ulitm 

(ft'relopmcnf 

law-reUuvd aiin a- 

fiiftt 

1^ profes\i(ma! asstni- 
^ ation action 
*^ amicus curiae briefs 
conferences 



School Rdaied Crane, Violeact: and Vandalism. 
The iMogtam u annually co<spcN»ored by a kmg 
list of education, legal and law enfbncement 
leaders." 

In 1984. Oocbold's Eighth Annual Workshop 
was attended by more than 650 educators and law 
enforcers from throughoot the state. At dits con- 
ference, a panel discussfon,** "Law in the School: 
A New Era." explored the signtficam extent to 
which law has invaded our schools and the gtvat 
difficuity with which scbo<Hs seem to be dealing 
with that invasion." 

One diousMid eduottore. lawyers, and law 
enforcers menAei the Nindi Amuirl Workshop 
in 1985. Anodier related panel discussion,'* "Who 
Runs the Schools; Lawytrs. Judges or Educa- 
tors?" was conducted. Active partictpMion by 
several legal and bar associatiiMis occurred for the 
flrsi time. 

Lawifers and their professional associations can 
also pfiticipaie m adopt^a-sehooMype progrsms 
which unite an individual schoiri with a law firm 
or bar association. Lawyers can visit clnsnxims 
and interact wWi studems, imnxhicing tfiem to 
practical aiqiects of die Uiw such as civil and 
criminal law. rights and responstbiltties. 

Lawyers can also assist in fctting up w par- 
ticipating '',n "experiemial teaming" situations, 
where sfidents learn through field trips to the 
counhouse. die city co«mcil or die legislature, 
while actual proceedh^ are in progress. After- 
ward, a question and answer period MIows whens 
ji'.dges. pniteaaon, defettte counsel, city council 
members or legisbrtors answer students' questions. 
Such law-related e<hication programs pronwte 
re^xmsibility. accountirtHiNy and $ood citizenship 
as students gain a clearer underMndii^ of. and 
more respect for. legal professionals, government 
and die justice system.'^ 

Judges can also play a vital role in establishing 
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mi fiwitwiiinfa^g imcmgttiey coopenttive effom m 
their conmmiUtks by smii^ m coovcmrs mid 
fKUftaion of Mcb groupi. Ai pn^»ficmib who 
Aft ttufflMxl to be QcMnd md Mf^NuiisIf ^t^^i^ 
hivc the idvtsiligc cf not bci^ tied difoctly to 
any one of the p«ftki|iiting agodcies and therefbiv 
Clin largely avoid **turf * tmiet. In addition, 
judges have sufficieflt atttus to gain the anendanoe 

agencfes in dieir commntiWei, Tbe^ can convioc** 
ttTgne tte bemfto to idl ooope ratki g ageodea 
of sbarmg m^mtMrtkm and leaounoes, which help 
reduce coats and av#id dmiicaied efforts. 

Beyond die services mentiraedt piMic pfosecu* 
tors, as an tM^ral part of the ^vemle ^pistioe 
system, can also play teadershxp ixrfes m healing to 
*dmpe and in^riement fnlorities and cormnitments. 

ThftH^ active, persistort involvement in inter* 
agency task forces and other collaborative efTmis, 
pfosec(m>rs' ofTtco^ can help pivmiote faster, nuw 
flexible and imaginative handling of juvenile 
tfce pfxrt>|en»» and cases through interdepartmental 
coordination and cooper^ion. 

Perhaps die most constnidtive way to demon- 
simte die potential for leaderriiip within the legal 
community is to describe the toccessful efforts of 
several actively involved agencies and associations. 

Ih Sm /owfisAi C09O9tyf CalifcMnia, a deputy 
district atnmiey is assigned to both city and i^mnty 
School Attendance Review Boands (SARBs). These 
imen^toicy groups we con^med of nepDrsrata* 
tives from scboote, juvMile pnw^tion and wdftet 
departments, law cnfbrconent agmcies, diMrict 
> attorney's office, pamMs, as well as (mvale 
counsdtflK orgnntyarions and meiKal health and 
puMic heahh agmcies. 

SARBs meet itgularly to bear indtvicfaid cas<&s 
of truMt sttidMts. They consider all die biforaia- 
tion avaiUdrfe including rqiorts from law enforce- 
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involvement in 
School Attendance 
Keview Boards: An 
effectiveSnteragency 
solution to truancy and 
related delinquency 
problems. 



wcut^ probMkMi MKi n/dikfc j^gcncics rcgftixUflK 
past records (e.g., delinqocficy, dttld rimse, tic,), 
Pnrem mnA itiidento «re iimrfml fai wdi henrinp, 
and frndk^s aod reoofranmdMkms arr OMde lo 
rectify eadi MUnrtioo. Sudi ffaidii^ ittd 
membitMim may timrfye refemU to femtly countei- 
tng or smelly a wartmig So pareitts and Mudeota 
that the tmaocy mwA stop. 

The active pinicqMioii the dtstrkt 
(D,A,) office on tfiis homi U crockU becatne k 
provkles n cufovceomt e le m en t,. Fiiiknriiig 
SARB heaiiiigtf if pnMetra are not reiKrfved, tte 
D.A/s office cao iarae citatioM requiring panaaH 
and »tadenti to «how reiMom why diey ihoold not 
be diaryed wiA vkrfatmis of cooipidsofy atteiH 
dance laws* Ofkn^ these ducats akme ane suffi* 
cient to convtooe paroits and studoiti diat the 
sftuatton » serious and will not be tgnottd. If not, 
the next slqi is to actually file dmgc$. 

The decision as to whether to fik cruninal 
charges (Calif. Ed. Code, f4S291) or noocrmttoal 
charges (Calif. Welf. A Imt, Code , $300) agasnst 
the par^, or charges against the juvenile (Calif. 
Welf. & Inst. Code, 1601), or both, is shaped by 
the informalion obtained in a SARB hearing. Usu- 
ally, if the charges are i^nst the penile, the 
case is first referred to the prolMtioo departmem. 
There, the sUff of a counselif^ program, ''New 
Directions,'' anmqpts to intervene and resolve the 
problem beftw filing. If tbM does not work, the 
probation department files ftMtnal charges against - 
the youth. 

The D.A/s office die» follows Ifanoi^ by 
assistn^ scfaooils or pnrtiidon depaitnieats to usher 
the cMe throuj^ cour^^ The result is an effective 
interagency solution to truancy and related delin* 
cpiency problems. 

While a SARB is specifiadly designed ft> 
addrcM truancy (whidi can be closely conielafed 
to a variety of delinquent acts), it 9ho provides a 
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The ift(eraf{encY 
approach in San /Jicffo 
C ounty is working to 
establish consistent 
and uniform juveniU' 
justice standards and 
sentencing. 
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forum for juveniie justice and eduottkm profes- 
stofwis to meet reguUriy and diereby estuMish 
effective working rebMionships on many subjects, 

Swi DfegA CoDulj 

San Diego County, California, has taken an even 
more coinprehensive approach. A Coumy I«er- 
agency Youth Advboiy Committee has been 
estiiMished to discuss relevant issues and devise 
consbtem in te r ag enc y pcHicies and pnjceifeu^B 
related to juvenile jtutice and delinqueiicy preven- 
tion. The conuntttee, which is chairad by a dqwty 
district attorney includes repieaencattves from the 
Caiifomta Youth AiMhority, county social services, 
the juvenile court, county administnuor's office, 
mental health departmem, and 19 law enforcemem 
agencies including San Diego Schools' I\)lice 
Servi<«8. 

Meeting monthly, the committee reviews juve- 
nile justice prcMems and devekips proposals to 
effectively addr»s them. For exan^, it devised 
uniform crime reporting forms and arrest proce- 
dures for all law enforcement agencies in the 
county. A st^K^nmi^tee on juvenile case proc- 
es.sing devek^ an interagency agreemem 
between law enfoicemem dqwrtments, pn^Mtkm 
ageiKies and the diimict attorney's office, to han- 
dle all juvenile offenses consistendy and uni- 
formly. 

The stated goal of the agreemem is to 
"strengthen the concepts of accoumability and 
then% rdiirfHtitittion in the juvetiile justice ^stem 
by reversing the minor's expectation, conftrmed 
by recem history, that the syst^ wilfliandle htm 
or her repeatedly on an informal basis with mini- 
mal fimnal court action in response to misccm- 
duct..." 

The committee submitted a position paper 
to the State Juvenile Law Revision Commission 
regarding ^7pro|»iate juvenile justice legislittion 



i4 

NatKMMi Sdwof SiiB^ CeMer i 



and is cunrmly devckiptiig guideltnes for uitifcmn 
C9X processing of child mok^^tion cases. 



Interagency efforts to 
curb juveniU' delin- 
quency and crime in 
Ventura County bring 
together schools, the 
legal community, pub- 
lic health, law enforce- 
ment, government and 
social services. 



\enimm ComAy 

Vemurs Coumy, Calfforata, tmy deimntstraic the 
most con^Hrhemive exiim^ of imeragency coof^ 
emkin and networlang in which lawyers and 
district attorneys are involved. Numerous ititer- 
agency gro^is exist including: (1) the Inten^ency 
Juvenile Justice Council through whidi the district 
attorney* the superimoidait of schocrfs, county 
counsel, juvenile court juc^, siqieriw court 
judge, sheriff, piMk defender, chief coumy 
administnttive oflficer, social services dhwtw, 
correction services director, piMtc heahh care 
directs, and a county supervmnr, all meet once a 
month; (2) tt^ lotct^ency Case Managemem 
Council, through which middle management 
rcprrsematives of the same i^^ies listed 9bwe, 
meet every two weeks to consider appn>priiM 
responses to mdividud juvoule ones wfaidi 
overly two or mme agencies; (3) die <x)umy 
SARB which addresses truaiicy iswes; and (4) 
numerous other task forces, wbcommttiees and 
public forums which deal with issues such as child 
abuse, sexual mc^staticm, women^s self-protectioQ, 
school safety md many related issues. 

The Vcmura Coumy lmen^#ticy Juv^le lustke 
Council cstaMtsbes the torn md con^nkment to 
interagency ammuniortioi} and coopentfioa fmm 
the top. The effectiveiiess of tfetb leadersh^ is 
demcmstraied by the h^ priori iKfhkh inter- 
ai^^ncy iq^proadies rtcm m every Icvd of pro- 
gram frfaimuig ttutiu^ioirt die comty. 

The Ventura Coimty Interagcficy Case Mmmg^ 
mem Council ^)plics a muJti-disc^rfinary case 
managemeM i^^fmiach to i^Kcific juvenUe cmcs 
which have not hem adequately restrfved by a 
single agency. Invcrfving the agency refmsesttirtives 
li^ (Heviously, as well as other fmrnary parties 
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involved m fpectfk cam (SARB, ^ei^ coufi 
j^dgfis, pnvm «9»:cics mch as 1^ Broch^/ 
St^, eic.)« die council works coopenntvdy to 
ctevetop iitferagrocy respoiues to {mveitf kids 
fhim ''Mluig timivgh die cmcks*' of the system. 
The pmrtid|M^i« dqiiMy discrk^ ts«Meto 
keep die council inftmned 9hfm cases as dicy (nt>* 
gress throu^ die couHs and, turn* ts often iMe 
to provide odier depirty district atftmieys wMi 
iaformatjoo pertnieiii to their pardcnlar caseloads. 

A dbtrict attorney rq w ^scnbtfive also ste on die 
county SARB and helps s^ policy for itttendance 
actiom by the county. To maks the best use of 
resources and stay within heavy aaeload n»trsints, 
the D.A/s office otdy files agaimt sdected patents 
on die strmgest truancy cases, and scrficits oiten- 
sive media cov^tmge. This sets examples and 
directs public attention to potemial consequences 
of violatinf .ompdsory echtottion laws. 

Facflfta'jd by die extemive imerag^icy com- 
municr m and coc^pentfion betweoi diese diree 
ongoii«c, coumy groups, nummous Vemura Coumy 
imersHiency ti^ forcn, stdxxmun^tees and ad hoc 
groups deal with specific issues, develop requests 
for funding proposals** (RFPs), partic^Mte in 
public forums, and generally promote the effective 
use of county wide resources and efforts. 

Ckics«o 

Chici^o, nitnois, is another area whe'^ a public 
prosccut<H'*s office has taken the leadmhq) in pro- 
viding service which range from fneventicHi to 
diversion. The State's Attorney's Office in Cook 
Coumy hm receMly initiated imiovirtive prhnary 
crime prevetrtion programs for school children, 
based on a partnmb^ between conummfty and 
civic organizations and die State's Aoomey's 
Offke. Net g h b mhood tsnk forces have been 
formed which send repieseiirtatives to mMt with 
the state's ^rttorney. In nmithty meetings, remedies 
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School a me preven- 
tion programs in the 
C hicago area, based 
on various partner- 
ships, have employed 
such innovative devices 
as a '*law mobile, " 
speakers bureau, 
neighborhood task 
forces and high school 
law-related education. 



for cofrnmoi^ sad sdboo} proMons sucb as dhiqts, 
gang violcftce mm) juvoiiie crune are dbcu^ed and 
sduticna are proposed, 

^noofis of tfiif panoerrii^ have m^ded the 
purchase of a '*law moMle*' s^ the devekipmem 
of a speaker's boreai. Eit^ihauzkig crime prevm- 
tioo^ die popular law moUle travels to elesneotary 
and sccooduy sdiocls m well as canuiHiaity 
organization 190a reipaest. Itie law mobile offers 
a variety of services, mchidkv the provision of 
legal taformatioii, the dtstrttxitiofi of fihns and 
other atidio-vbml malertab and the sponaofihqi of 
j^ial activities and evcitts. 

Comfrfeme^iiV the activ^ies of die law mobile 
is the speaker's bumtu which is ccmiprised of 
prosecmors from the St^'s Atloniey's Office. 
They vish secondary schoob chiriog the weekdays 
to conchict classes and hcM assemMies for rtii- 
deirts, teachers and parents on a variety of law- 
reteted topics. They also r»pood 10 requests from 
conmnmity gro^w to make evraii^ presentations 
on crime iswes of local concmi, on the Ust 
of requeued topics has been drag use and sales in 
schools. Since the formaticMi of the burew in 
1981, representatives have made over 2,800 
sepan^ j^ypearances in Chicago schocris and 
neigMKHhoods* 

Other activities sponscmed by the Stir's 
Attorney's Office and taqieeted for use in the war 
against dn^ 00 can^ws inchide die puMication of 
a dni^ idxise informMiond booklet and the praoNK 
tion a drug idwse poaler contest for elementar y 
school sludeiMs. The bocddet eitthled Drugs - IUm- 
sion - Reality wm produced ccrflidxmrtively 
throui^ the efforts of local rdudNlitation oen^ 
ters and juvenile court judges and is geared for 
distribution to parens and teachers. ^ 

In a slightly different context, the Chicago Bar 
A&soci^ton and the John Marshall Law School, in 
coalition with the Chicago Pid>lic Schocris Adc^- 
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A-School Progtim, tevc devek^ a compitiieo- 
sive progmn of law educatkm. Suppoiled by a 
grant fhmi the McDonald's Corporatioa, tfie pro- 
gram «K»w reaches every student in Chicigo puMic 
high schoob. The cubninating activity is a mock 
trial competition between the high schools con- 
dtKrted in the Illmots Supreme Court. In addition, 
the finalists in the con^petititw are eligible for 
$100,000 in sch(4ai^ip$ to John Marshall Law 
School. 



More than 70 percent 
of tlorida 's school 
districts have adopted 
law-related education 
that covers juvenile 
crime and emphasizes 
the legal consequences 
of campus drug use 
and trafpckinfi. 



New York 

Simihwiy, die Fedcnil Bar Counsel and New York 
Alliance for Public Schools sponsor a *'meiUor" 
program which pairs 22 major Uw firms witfi 22 
public schools (19 high schools and tfiree junior 
high schools). The finns i^xmsor five evems for 
the students of their respective "adopted" school 
including visits to courts, to die law firm, and 
classroom lectures." (The Nati<mal School Safety 
Center is in the process of developing a mrtional 
Adopt-A-School I^vgram aimed especially a the 
legal community. For more informatkm ahoujt how 
ywi can become involved, {rfease contact the 
NSSC Legal Section.) 

Florida 

In Florida, Governor Robert Graham has launched 
numerous iiuiovative iirten^ncy prognuns and 
argued persuasively in favor of a primary preven- 
tion iqjproiach for die mhiction of crime, st^i^; 
"Vk more chiidnen we c«i hc^ to grow iqi 
physically healthy, intellectually curious aiid free 
from crime, the fewer we will have lo arrest, pro- 
secute, adjudicate and incarcerM«;." 

Among Governor Graham's actions has been the 
creation of the Governor's ConMitonicy for 
Children. Stressing coUaboratioa between the 
public and private sectors, diis prognun is a 
preventive effort to steer children away from for- 
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A variety of school 
profirams aimed at 
delinquency prone 
elementary and junior 
high school children 
have been initiated by 
a Florida State 's ' 
Attorney's Office. 



im) ifiwlvement with tfie jitvenik justice system. 
The coiMkuMcy is guided by a State Councii 
which tnchides amof^ its memheish^ die Com- 
missipiier of Edopitkm and the Attorney General. 
FrcMii tfiis collaborMfon have come a varied of 
local prevemioii prognum. 

Floricfai has also shown comiderahk intti^e to 
developtfig law-iebMod educattm curricula. Circuit 
Court Judge Oiflon Kelly, a former proseciitiiig 
attorney, initiiMd md st^^porled, m coopentfimi 
with die Florida Bar AssociitfidQ, die passage of a 
1978 permissive law edocMiOT ptt^ram (Fla. Edu. 
Code, $ 233.0615). The statute urged schoob to 
« begin leaching students the consei^iences of hitetk- 
ing dK^ law. Not coMetift to stntfrfy sponsor this 
legtslatioa, Judge Kelly ohaudioned the imignun's 
curriculum. The lesson ptai^ cover a wide spec- 
trum of juvenile crime and place considcrabk 
eiiY)hasis on die legal coQse<pieoc<» of campus 

use and.treffkking. To dirte, won dun 70 
percem of Florida's school districts have adopted 
this law-rebied education program. 

Florida's Dade Coumy Attorney's Office 
provided tead^iship in the formation erf an Inter- 
agency CcMisortium dedicated to developing pri- 
mary prevei^ion programs. The consorthmi is 
coflvrised of repfi^eitf^es ftom die cky govem- 
mem erf Mhuni, die MetixvDade Foiioe Depnt- 
mem, the DepnrtHMM of HtimM Resomees, die ' 
Departmeitt of Ifeahh Md Rehdrilhiaive Services 
and other oow mtwiyh ^^ ^f^^ 

Recogntxnm pattern of deltn(|uent b^avior 
often or laie draiMary Md pmx h^|h 
grades, die comortmn inftiated m early ktt^vcvh 
tion prognun ^ children i» kffldergivien diniiifb 
fourth gTMk who ^it^t behavioral and emotional 
proMcn» or are acadonsc undemchievm. The 
consortium has taiigeted a muid^er of elememary 
schools in a high poverty section of Miami to 
re«ive die program's services. ConsidenMe 
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etuphttb is ptoced ao both m afler-icbooi 
rcmedtd cd»auk » co R i p oo eot and a craitmem 
convooeoi which focuses oo exDockmal nd bebav- 
iond probkm. A local iitcatal hoahh afwcy coo* 
dtictt iodivkktd and group co t ins rlmg setmons 
wtm tncsc cmrarcfi. KenoctrapUMc coyncy s coo- 
ccm for reduchi^ epidesiuc-kvel drug use, the 
treatmeitt component of diU pv^iam* as me of its 
objectives, makes a coocened effort tt> treat the 
probtom and educate these predeUncjpiatt young- 
sters aboirt the dwqiers of dn^ irtmse* 



^*The more children we 
can help to j^row up 
physically healthy, 
intellectually curious 
and free from crime, 
the fewer we will have 
to arrest, prosecnte, 
adjudicate and incar- 
cerate. 

(?ov. Robert Graham, 

Florida 



In 00th of tk0 sckaot utf^ty s^mmAmM discussed 
in this booklet, int^agency cooperation is the key* 
Through interagency coouminication and coUabora- 
tk>n, consisteitf [wior^ies are set and efTecttve 
poiicies and procechires developed. 

Based upon the ^rognun fdes^rriptions, it is evi- 
dent thm the legal crnimunity can and mm be 
active and effective in shapii^ a wide array of 
pix^ram strategies and practkes aimed itt reducing 
juvenile delinquency and promoting school 
safety. These efTort^buige from instructional 
approaches such as b%^relMed educMion and 
speakers bureaus at the level of immairy ftteven* 
tkm, 10 tiatntory gi a cln i eiHs focilitathq; foivefol 
prosecMion of more serioas juvratte offenders at 
tlfcc l^?^^^d ^)f ^)^l^tt^li^^^tf)^9(a * ^Ss^joc^ally ^^xctt^^^g jtre 
those steM cwreottv b^nc taken bv mmv attor* 
neys and |ud|M, and some of dwir pft>feMkmal 
awoctitfHms, to tamat lemknMp nAe* in what for 
than have been n umiaUtei oBal areas of favohwnmH 
in the ^venile jostice tyttcm, naniety, pfei«mk» 
and divenkm. 
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I . Founded in 1977. the Nmiontil for Safe 

Schools assbcs scbocri admiasstmors mi staff wiA 
pfogjcwm for in^irovuig the ways in whidi they 
deal wMi difnipcive belaiviors. These misbehftvkm 
7 koowQ to irfl school pi^dp&h - v«y Ihun 
rowdy actiOM Aat diinipl daMoom, to crane 
and viol^ioe or fte direai thawf« f4iicb crqiple 
the ovqraU teanmq; etrviroQa^ (rf ^,sdiool. 

The Natkmal AHtmce ptr^Wd^ thk help throi^ 
security-related tedmkal asfttttance, research into 
the chataderistiCs mt*§Atto$% tn narfiridar 
schools, and lAtblic^io^ts furmshstsff data and infor^ 
matkm to those concerned with die social environ- 
mem of schoob. 

Men4xrrshq> of $15 per year in die N^imal 
Ailiance brings with it access to its ISOtHourSe 
library (for special litenaure searches), receq^t of 
die Sk^ Schools BnlUiin (emnm trrads md ac^* 
ity in the field of crime preventioa in schocrfs), 
and recent of the Sk^ Scho^ IXgea (a syndieais 
of key current pyUtc^tkm). 

To become a member, or to nceive ad^ioml 
irrformatkmf coniact: Natiomt AUkmce for 5Sq^ 
Schoob, 501 North Itttftrregiomii, Atfstitt, Texas 
78702 . 512/396^8686. Robert RiM/ Director. 

2. See Ntch(rfsoo, ''Pursuhm; Sdiooi Safety in the 
80's: An C^>biion Prtm the Attorney O^ieral's 
Offke/' Thrust for Eduaaional fjeadership, 
Assoctittton of California School Adniinistrators« 
Burlingamet 26 (October, I981>; rq)tMtshed in 
Cuervo (ed.)« Toward Better and S^fer Schools: A 
School Leader's Guide to DelitufuetHj Prevetttion, 
Ntfional School Boards Association^ Washington* 
D.C 229(1984). 

3. The Califmnsa School Safety Cet«ter piMishcd 
Campos Strife: The Educator's Crime PreventUm 
Qmrteriy. whkrh was circtdMed to nK»^ dian 
30,000 educators and law enforcers statewide as 
well as several school safety qiecialty hamttKxil^s, 
including (a) Trmmcy Reduction: The Hooky Htmd- 
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book; (b) School SecurUy H^Ooak: Get a fbm^ 
on a Vandal; (c) Otaos to (Mn^A Handhook for 
Creating St^ ScHoois; (d) Ahematives to Van- 
dalism: CoopemUm or WreckreacHan; (c) Child . 
Abuse: The Eekcmw's Responsibilities: (f) Crime 
Prevention Coloring Book; and (g) Law In the 
School. 

4. Cootact: California Attorney General's Crime 
Pinevemiofi Center. 1513 K Stneec, Sacramemo, 
Catiforaia 95813, 916/324-7863; Catilbniia Stale 
DepanmeM of EdnoKknt'i Office of Sctool Cli- 
mate. 721 Capilol MaU. Sacrameafio. California 
95814. 916/323-0S6L 

5. Peof^ ex rel. George Deidimejian, as Attorney 
General of dte State <^ California, et al. y.Los 
Angeles Unified School District, etal., Los 
Angeles County Superior Court No. 323360; 
I>eulunejian, The Lawstdt to Restore St^- in 
the Schools, California Dcfmrtroem of Justice, 
Sacrameoio (1980). 

6. DepiAy Attorney General Rotiert E. Murphy, 
handled tiK a»e frrnn its beginnings and has a 
bfieaddt of knowledge on school safety which cm 
be of great assistance to any attorney considering 
litigation in the ftetd. Offke of the Attorney 
General. Sute Building. San Francisco. Calif 
94102, 415/557-2544, 

7 But see 2 Civ. 64340. Second District, 
Fourd) Division. Califrntiia Court of Appeal (1983). 

8. See California Constittrtion. Article I. Sectkm 
28(c); Sawyer. The Right to Safe Schools: A 
Newly Recognized Iradieoable Right," 14 Pacific 
Law Journal 1309 (1983); and Carrington and 
Nicbolion, "The Victims' Movement: An Idea 
Whose Time Has Come." 1 1 PepperdUte Law 
Review 1, 7-8, 11-13 (Sympofhim. 1984). 

9. Sec Goss v. Lopez. 419 U.S. 565 (1975); Horowitz 
and Davidson. Legal Rights cf Children, 
Shephard's/McOraw-Hiii. Colorado Springs. 
524-532 (1984): Frcls. Cooper. Bracewell and Pat- 
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terson^ Schpoi DiscipUm FoHcks and Fnnwbires: 
A FractiaU Guide, NatimiU School Botrds Associ- 
atioQ, Washington. D.C, (1984); DbdpUne 
Manual, Natkmnl EdwMioa Asaodatios. Wsshtng • 
ton, D.C. (1984^; Mayer and Btrtl ci mi iai. Con- 
strMctive Dwipline: Building a Okm^e for Leahh . 
ing. Office of the Los Ai^fele* Soperntendieiii of 
Schools (1984); SptU v, Biblf Bt^ Omrvh, i 
Inc., 303 S.E,2d 156 (Oa., 1983); WUscn v, 
GoUifisvilie Cowl Umt School, 451 N.E.2d 939 
(01.. 1983); Vacca and Huii^M. UabiSsy cf Sckaot 
C^iats and AdndidttmUfn for Ovii Rights Torts, 
The Michie CoraiMny. CharloctesvUte (1982); Purt- 
wengler and Kometi, Improving School Disciptim, 
Allyn and Bacon^Inc., Boaton (1982); Canter and 
Canter. Assertiv€ Discipline: A Take Charge 
Appntachfor Today's EductatM-, Canter and 
AssMKtates, Los Aisles (1980). 
10. See Enright y. Board of School Directors of the 
City Milwaukee, 346 N.W.2d 771 (Wis., 1984); 
Rodriquei v. h^lewood Unified School District, 
152 Cal.App.3d 440 (1984); Miller v. New fork, 
478 N.Y.S.2d 829 (1984); Peterson v. S.F. Com- 
munity College District, (1984), Cal.3d 

; 685 P.2d 1193; 205 Cil.Rptr. 842; 

Auetltach'y. Council Rock Sdiool Dlst., 459 A.2d 
1376 (Pa.. 1983); Carson v. Orleans Parish Bd, 



Among (he groups 
involved in school 
safety issues are: 



t/" Los Angeles County 
Office of Education* 



National School 
Boards Association 



^ National Alliance 
for Safe Schools ii. 



#^ California Attorney 
General^s Office 



432 So. 2d 956 (U. Ct. App., 1983); Mullins v. 
Pine Manor College, 449 N.6.2d 331 (Mass., 
f983); Abm W. v. oJdmd Un^ School 
District, 123 Cai.Apf».3d j33 (1981); and Fenwv 
V. Board qf Education, 212 N.Y.S.2d 615 (1961). 
See Rogisier, M i Qasik and WiOiaais. Search and 
Seizure in the Schools, Nstkmi Sefaool Bonda 
Asaocialiofi, Washfa^^oii, D<C. (1984); a case with 
polwtiaUy great topact oa tfa» subject m |>f iidiwft 
before the United Stales Sapmne Com in New 
Jersey v. T.LO., No. 83*712; see a^, 463 A.2d 
934 (N.I.. 1983); the ledend Ninth Cktttit Cont 
of Appeal recently ruled on a pertinent civil matter 
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14. 



Among the most 
knowledgeable law- 
related education 
programs are: 
^ ABA Public Edu~ 
cation Mvision 
Center for Civic 
Education/lMw in 
a Free Society 
^ Constitutional 
Rights Foundation 
National Institute 
for Citizen Edu- 
cation in the Imw 



, in an OreiCMi cms eaiided BUbrty v. Gtuimrf 

BwwH, Ciict^ Cotnt of Appeals No. 81-3006. 
12. See Van Dokead, Mtyniec and FOMer (ipin.), 
X StmMhrdg Jbfihe Admiftinnidoii pf Jmvtrdk 
jMsdce, U.S. Oovermneol Prmtnqi Office, 
Wailiii«ftNi. D.C. (1980); and Lowe and WaOen. 
Lef^ Rgstarch for Educators, Phi Deka Kiq)pi. 
Blootniagftw, Ind. (1984). 
Contact: Los Aqgelet Coonty Office of Edncatioa, 
Dtvbion of Evahntion, Atfendanoe and PupU Ser- 
vices, 9300 Bait bBfmiaf H^faway, Downey, 
Calif. 90242-2890, 213/922^1. 
Moderated by Dean WttHam Adrian of the Oradu- 
m School of Edncatioa wd Psychology, Pepper- 
dine Univers^; pm^ists were l?tmk Carrb^iion, 
Esq., of Virginia, a nationaUy r es p ected crime vic- 
tims' rigtes activist: CHdm Fait, De«i of Admints- 
trmion, McOeorye Sdwol of Law; Attioi Howes- 
stein, Executive Director of the Governor's 
Office of Criminal Justice Plamii^; and George 
Nicholson, Director and Chief Counsel of the 
N^ional Schoc^ Safety C^er. 

15. See Rodriguez. **Has Student R%hts Utigatioo 
DenxK-alized E(h*caiors?" Thrust JScmt Educatimal 
Leadership, AssocimicMi of California School 
Administrators, BuHinganie, 5 (Jan./Feb. 1981); 
Duke, Donmoyer and Fanmn, "Eroeiyi^ L^;al 
Issues Relatod to Classrooni M anag e men t," 8 
Jtmmal of Law and Editcatkm 495 (1979); and 
Deukmeiian, Law ht the School, Catifomia DepMt- 
mmt of Ittftice, Sactameaio, 1980; finatty, see 
Final Report: The FresUkm's Task Force on Vic- 
tims of Crime, U.S. Govemnmt Prmtsnf Office, 
Washington, D.C, December 1982. 

16. Moderated by Oeoife Nicbobon, D^'vctor and 
Chief Counsel, National Schc^l Salety Center; 
pmielists were: Art Befl, author of Bett's Coapefh 
dium, natiottally acclaimed expert on Foonh 
Amendment huua; Marian LaFc^lette, Catifomia 
State Ass»nUywoman from Woodhnd Hills; Fnmk 
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Among the moat 

fruitful school law 

resources are: 

#^ yVest's Education 
Imw Reporter 

y Sational Organiza- 
tion on i^gal Prob 
lems in Education 
Sational School 
Boards Associa- 
tion 's Council of 
Schoid iMwyers 
Education Imw 

1^ Journal of Law & 
Education 



^ CiiiTmgloii,Dtf«c«QrofVAU)R(Victifm Aaa^ 
Legal OrgMtzadod); The H onor ab le H. Randolph 
Moore, Presidiag Juveaik Court Judge, Los 
Angelea County; lamea Rapp, Auttwr of EducaOoH 
Law, (Manhew-Bender); and Ofefwi Fait, Dean of 
Adminislratioa. McOaxge School of Law. 
17. Law-reLMed ethacatkm lesouives: (1) Charlotte C. 
Andenon, Ameiicao Bar Association, Yoirth E(fei- 
cation fot Citirenship Committee, 750 N. Lake 
Shore Drive, Chicago, IL 60611, 3I2/988-S72S; 
(2) Charies N: Qnigley, Center for Ctvic 
Education/Law in a Free Society, 5115 Douglas 
Fir Ro«t, Suite 1, Calabasas, CA 91302, 
818/340-9320: (3) Vivian Monroe and Todd dark. 
Constitutional Rights Foundation, 1510 Cbtner 
Avcnue. Los Angeles. CA 90025, 213/473-5091; 
and i(4) Lee Arbetman, Nitfionai Institute for 
Citizen Education in the Law, 605 O. Street. 
N,W., Washington, D.C. 20001, 202/624-8217. 
' 18. Contact founder Thomas W. Evans of Madge, 
Rose, CH^im, Alexander A l^rdon, 180 Maidm 
Lane, New York, New York 10038. 2I2/5IO'7000. 
19! Amoi^ dM! roost fnikivl school law resources are: 
(I) Professor aifford P. Hooker, Chairaian, Eds- 
^riat Advisory Committee, West's EduoaHtm Imw 
Reporter, University of Minnesota, 275 Peik Hall, 
159 PilUbury Drive S.E., Minneapolis, Minaesota 
55455, 612/373-5568; (2) Mr. Thomas N. lones. 
executive director. Nirtional Ogmsntitm on L^ 
Problems in Education (NOLPE). Suite 223, ■ 
3601 Southwest 29th, Topeka, Kansas 66614. 
913/273-3550; (3) Gw«ndolyn Oiefory, Deputy 
Legal Counsel. NaticMial Schocri Boards Associa- 
tkm't Council of School Lawyers, 1055 Thcmias 
Jefferson Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 2O007. 
202/337-7666; (4) James A. Rapp, Esq.. E<ibica- 
tUm Law, 3 vol., MMhew Bender. New York 
(1984); and (5) Jawmd of Law 4 EdncaOm, 
published tpjartcrly by the Jeflmon Law Book 
Co., 646 Main Street, Cincinmtti, Ohio 45^. 
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In the winter of 1983-84, President Reagan 
directed the U.S, Departments of Justice and 
Education, in partnership with Pepperdine Univer- 
sity, to form the National School Safety Center. 

The mission of NSSC is to coalesce public, 
private and academic resources throughout 
America and provide a central headquarters to 
assist school boards, educators, law enforcers and 
(he public to restore our schv)ols as safe, secure 
and tranquil places of learning. 

Specifically, the Center promotes a continued 
exchange of information related to school crime 
and violence prevention through a wiue array of 
resources: an extensive national educational/ 
legal/criminal justice network: conferences; ir;.?in- 
ing programs; professional handbooks and jour- 
nals; a resource system of current laws, programs, 
legislation and other relevant information; and a 
multimedia public^service advertising campaign. 

For further information or additional copies 
Of:this publication, contact the National School 
.Vafety Center, 7311 (ireenhaven Drive, 
Sacramento, CA 95831. 
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